A EUNUCH'’S DIRGE
Indu Menon
Translated by Jyothsna P.

The air smelt of green whip-snake. It smelt of a she
whip-snake, which fell dead, soon after swaying and mating in
the blazing sun. That smells of whip-snake that writhed in pain,
getting burnt in the piled up bone meal and urea, in the manure-
house floor.

He smelt the stethoscope. Then he smelt the long fingers that
reminded of tender lady’s finger. He smelt the surgeon’s coat. And
then he smelt reptile busts of Ayisha, who was undressed for the
surgery. Ah... a serpent’s odour.

The very same odour. The needle of a clock is the serpent’s tongue.
It bites us, every second, minute and hour, hissing the poison of
memory. It will swing on its tail on the custard-apple tree, like the
heart that he had forgotten on its branches, heavy with fruits.

After long six years, he erected once again like a right angle. It was
sharp 4.30 pm. He felt for the zip of his pants uneasily. Six years
ago he had opened that bundle of sack on such a 4.30 evening.
The radioactive dial pad on his watch, emitted ghost light with a
growl.

4.30 pm precisely

A small hillock of bone meal in the partially darkened garden-tools’
and manure house of Dr. Charulakshmi. There was the stinking
pile of the excreta of the cock and burning urea. Like a cat after
it is done first he scratched the excreta. And then he wildly dug
the urea and manure. He leveled the pile and then pulled out the
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sack from the corner. It was a plastic sack, which had the colour
of ripening plantain. It was written ‘factum fosse 20 20 chemical
fertilizer’ on it in bold red letters. Charu’s tiny hands adorned
with little red crystal bangles, peeped out of the suthali covered
mouth of the sack, as if calling out “oh my dad...” Rajeev pulled
opened the mouth of the sack. Where he couldn’t snip open was
tore broken with his teeth. Charu'’s skin had already got burned in
burning heat of bone meal and it stood stuck up at the unfolded
mouth of the sack like a piece of puri sticking on to ones lips. The
rotten skin smelt horrible than the bone meal. Charulakshmi lay
there collapsed like a dead embryo. In deep agony he tried to
clean the rheum in her bruised left eye.

But he cried frantically on realizing that it wasn’t the rheum, but
the worms, that were about to cover her corpse.

“Oh my...my little angel..”

He ran his fingers through every inch of her. They ran on her
butterfly structure, and in the dampness of her twin plaited
ribbon tied hair. Charu’s hair was covered with her tears, blood,
body fluids, and fertilizers. He couldn’t recognize the colour of
her hair. Charu’s mouth was thrust with the white petticoat she
usually wears. There were infinite scares on her tiny marble thighs
as if scribbled with a red ink pen. The bells and beads on the five
metal hips chain that amma had tied around her hung broken,
like a hang man’s knot. On her right hand, were a dry bouquet
made up of thuja leaves and orchids. He scooped her in his arms.

“No...no...doctor”
The inspector caught hold of Rajeev.
‘I needn't explain this to you doctor. The evidences...”

He looked at the constable in a gesture. One of them tried to pull
the corpse away from him.
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“Oh...my...my.."

Like a madcap, Rajeev hit his hard on the wall. He held Charu close
to his heart in procession, the vivid colours of the wild blooms
out in the rain pierced his eyes. The frightened leaves shuddered
in the rain. In the lawn were the giant jasmines that peaked up
their petals when got wet. Also there stood elephant hibiscus that
reminded of blood stains. Rajeev fell on to the floor headlong with
eyes reddened with darkness. Bone meal smoked up with a thud,
like the morning mist. Rotten flesh flaked out of Charu’s corpse
that fell on to his bust. The flakes fell on the dead green whip-
snake.

The air smelt of sarppagandhi. The serpentia-blooms that swayed
opened, bathed in turmeric, lime, and milk. The leaves blushed in
violet veins. The sarppagandhi was adorned with seedling beads,
which danced in the aathira breeze that blew in the month of
edava, rubbing behind the serpent goddess.

He smelt the serpent’s ruby in her navel. He smelt the warm heart
beats between her breasts. He smelt the olive coloured body
hairs. He wondered how everything about her smelt the serpent.
She seemed to be a naked demigoddess; a serpent goddess.
The evening rays that moved across the peach window curtains
brightened her serpent bangles, spreading soft golden rays. While
leaning his cheeks against the ripe fruits of the serpentia-blooms
he realized that Charulakshmi was never a human in bed. She was
a serpent goddess who entangled and swayed, hissed and then
moulted.

Frequently she lisped in her broken voice, clinging on to the pillow
cover like a lunatic.

“See, here...here...”
He got frightened when she touched the lower lip.

“See, here...press hard...”
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She moaned in ecstasy, caressing the love bites on her busts.

“Raju, how did you feel when you knew that | am a married
woman?”

He raised his head from her breast. He tasted the sourness of self-
contempt.

“To kill you...to kill you..."

He held her tight. With a terrible pain he tightened the crab legs.
His throat burned.

“And then...then..Did you hate me immensely?”
Her eyes wandered as if to bloom or shed those serpent blooms.

The air smelt the newborn. The atmosphere was impregnated
with the primitive smell of amniotic-fluid, internal blood and
human body. It smelt the umbilical cord. It smelt the breasts
oozing with colostrums. The smell of womanhood revealing
the secrets behind her wide spread legs. It unveiled the truth of
blooming black head between them. Rajeev cried his heart out in
the maternity ward.

Time-4.30 pm
“Pardon me Raju. Dr.Mridula held Raju’s arms.

“But what | said is true. She had aborted thrice with her husband’s
concern!

“Husband??” His eyes widened in wonder.

“Yes. He is not her father as either of us doubted. He is her
husband...”

She extended the hospital documents to him.
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The image of Charulaksmi pulling close the door of an benz car,
which reminded of a grey whiskered cat. Then was a Cat-eyed
colonel who reminded of a Siamese cat.

“It's my father...”

Charulakshmi’s eyes did not reflect the lie when she lowered her
voice.

There are certain orchids, which plunge their roots deep only into
the trees and grow clinging on them. Did Charu thrust her roots
deep into my heart in such a manner? Charulakshmi,; she was a
person who would get broken, fade out and lack luster in just a
single word. She was a love-rose who would bloom for the world
at a single look of mine.

“Raju, | believe she has got some issues.” pulling the green curtains
of the ward, Ramakrishna Pai whispered a secret into my ears.

“A mysterious sort...”

Mysterious charulakshmi. Flowers were her passion. Like a flowery
witch hiding mysterious secrets, came she always, wearing rare
blossoms. And lulled towards her charm, like strange bees,
young men flew around her. She bewildered every one with her
invulnerable secrecies, that couldn’t be explored by any of the
bee-smiles. Acres of orchid meadows condensed in lavender
ground.Orchid purple blushed; tulip yellows sprouted. Lorries
from far away states came crossing her gate, to explore her flower
garden that had been hiding the secrets of the universe. From the
post-mortem room, like the chrysanthemums that felt beyond the
unpleasant odour of death, she glanced every now and then at
Rajeev with her flushed cheeks. He too loved her feverishly.

“No...No hatred, | haven't hated you...promise.”

Rajeev spread the kumkum on her forehead.
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“Aren’t you lying?”

She rubbed her nose against his like a bird.

“Honestly...

Otherwise why should | name my daughter with yours?”

‘Hmmm...Raju | was just a piece of property to be mortgaged...
yes..lwas..."

She heaved a sigh and the breath was hot.

Yes, and that was true. She was a lively utensil to be mortgaged.
Rajeev nodded. In their last meeting, she had stood with a bent
head behind a husband elder than herfather. More than the feeling
of guilt or embarrassment her face radiated a sort of terrible pain
then. The tamilians filling flowers in the lorries looked at Rajeev as
if he is an alien. In the middle of that country side exhibiting acres
of orchids, and clock shaped house,he stood pale and perplexed.

Smells do articulate with humans. Smells give you hints. The
primeval stench of the Tamil workers sweat disclosed to him
dangerous hints. The warmth of the sweet kiss that Charu gifted
him in the cancer patients’ radiation room, still burnt in him. The
love bites she printed on his lips gave him a painful pleasure. His
lips shivered like the tender leaves burnt in acid fall.

Charulakshmi was shuddering. She shuddered at the thought
of the punishment she is going to receive after the death trial of
love. Gardener Alavi stood a few feet behind Rajeev chewing the
pan. His ugly yellow protruding teeth teasingly stared at her. She
fearfully looked at Rajeev before being manure to the Orchids.
She had heard her father say that there are numberless humans
who have crumbled down into bone meal , un noticed into the
bone- heaps of manure house. In the clucking of the bones the
loud moans of innumerable invisible souls echoed in her ears like
wailing.
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Raaa ...Raaa... words powdered like petals. Mouth was turbulent.
Alphabets got disordered. Charulakshmi stood helpless forgetting
words, expressions. When colonel went to pick the phone she
tried to speak frantically.

“l cost a four and a half lakh...l am just a bond of security.”Her face
got pale in fear of death. Voice cracked.

It all happened when the father who was the colonel’s clerk
committed suicide hanging himself death. "Mother was just 40.
Still young. Three younger sisters... so when colonel suggested
such a matter thought it a better alternative to five women
surrendering to death or becoming whores. Helplessness of a 16
year old... little fishes throbbed in her eyes.

“I became colonel’s 5th legal wife!”

That was the courage of the 16year old. She lay in the mating room
of an old man, like an immature doll, building an invisible barrier
around her. Between passion and lust, the colonel pampered her
cheeks looking at her helpless childish innocence.

“Colonel is a millionaire. Nobody ever discards an invitation to
own his child” She hugged Rajeev tight.

“If | hadn’t met Rajeev me too..."

In a deep sigh her maple leaf belly shrunk. The body and skin
flamed in blazing love.” Raju, my love for you during those days
were like that of a hyena. Stealthily, eating the leftovers. Still
colonel found it out.” Yes Charulakshmi is a fairy casting a magic
spell. Her shoulders were shining as if bathed in the moonshine.
Her breasts were damp as if wet in rain.

“He knew everything,. His dying words said, “I have seen many
lives my child...”

He held my hands tight, affectionately.” Please pardon me dear.
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| never wanted to spoil your life. | loved you more than anybody
else. That's why | possessed you”

Charulakshmi’s lips reddened in an unknown pain.

“| hated him like hell. Still at times | felt immense love towards
him.” Rajeev felt that a good majority of men were fools enough
to believe that the women closed their eyes in rapture during
copulation. Hatred, self-contempt, abhorrence, pain...what might
have been hanging up inside the darkness of Charu’s closed lids?
Three infants that got sacrificed in the fairy’s spell, silently floated
through the labour room’s drainage, like scattered thoughts.
Rajeev tried in vain to remember the innocence of a 20 yr old lady
,who, with rejection and inner armour hid love in one half of the
heart and extended to him in excess, in the other half.

The clock struck Beethovan’s fifth symphony like a broken lizard-
tail.

Time, was 4.30 pm.

“Raju, he knew everything. Everything about you... our secret
love, your pain, your marrying Mridula.

He even knew you named your daughter with my name. He was
even sympathetic enough to console me on your wedding day.
Charulakshmi hid her face between her knees.

“Enough of the old tales. it is just the third day after marriage.
Rajeev like an angler, hooked her lips in his. He opened before
her the secret of an a knot that never untie, once hooked up with
each other.

“Knock..Knock..."”a cute girly knock at the door.

“Dad, this is Charu, please open the door..."she lisped honey-
sweet.
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“Just a five minutes dear.” He panted like the train engine.
“There is a new ball in the yard. Go, play with it”

“ No, | shall make a bouquet for the bride and the groom. A
wedding bochet.

A floral bouquet ... bouquet ...a bouquet

The giggling anklet bells faded away running...
Charu left. My little Charu left to collect the flowers.
“Do you know my daughter, Aysha?”

Rajeev slapped her hard on the cheek with his right hand, stuck
with betadine.

He pulled up the white gloves. A man’s right arm with five penises.
With a revengeful attitude burning in his eyes ,he pressed hard
upon her breasts.

Theroom smeltofathousand dead reptiles.The piercing sharpness
of light... Intoxicating anesthetic medicines that Paralyses the
veins .He removed the pulsometer that roared like a tiger, from
her finger.

Ayisha’s eyes filled with tears. But her unforgiving, fuming,
darkened, cancerous breasts poked out

They yelled at him. In the heaped up bone-meal, he searched
wildly for little Charu’s body .

“You know everything, right Ayisha? But you never knew that the
gardener Alavi is your father. That son of a bitch, Alavi..”

He felt like crying his heart out when he thought of Charu. He
wept. It flung like crystal rain, sticking on to the mirror glass and
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slowly disappearing. It incessantly drenched Ayisha’s body.

Six years... how many evenings... how many four thirty ghost
-strikes...Rajeev could never lay a hand upon Charulakshmi after
that. His hands that awakened the quiescent devotion in her,
trembled vulnerably with every touch. While trying to hook the
dried up lips, he heard little Charu’s anklet bells.

With fresh, damp blood stains, still on her petticoat, she opened
her dead mouth.while he tried to hold Charulakshmi’s lightning
shoulders, Charu’s white laughter flashed in the atmosphere.
Thereafter, no female physique could arouse Rajeev either in the
day,orinthe night, during cool breezy times, norin aroaring down
pour. He, consuming medicines to redeem his self confidence,
tried in vain to swim towards Charulakshmi like an adventurous
voyager; but all the time he found her knocking hard at the door
ina hurry.

“knock,knock,knock... Dad...It's me... Your Charu...”

He stood with his head bent down. He melted under the burning
heat of Charulakshmi’s skin.

He failed shamelessly... disastrously...
“You...you...this hanging thing isn't just to piss out...”

The haughty spirit in her yelled; she felt triumphant at kicking his
failure touching with the left hand.

“Can’t ever forget ,isn't it?!!! Raju, do you believe that Charu died
just because you shared the bed with me? Do you think so..? Tell
me..You...you liar... chop this hanging thing and throw it down
at any stray dogs.”

That was the valour of a hungry tigress. Charulakshmi’s nakedness
challenged him like a weapon.
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An impotent eunuch..Dribbles of spittle darts pierced him at her
screaming.

He covered that spirit in his arms and squatted with a bowed head.
The shameful sin-flakes of self -contempt, scattered in a through
his fingers in a lamenting tone.

‘Hey...don't cry, don't cry...”
Ayisha held him close to her sick busts.

“Doctor, wasn't...wasn't that little girl’s name Charu? If she were
alive, would have been of my age... Isn't it?”

Her tongue was already weakened by anesthesia, and the words
scrolled through it like wicked souls.

“After half an hour you will scale this off, isn’t it, doctor? Two
lumps of meat to be thrown into the garbage. Don't weep...don't
weep..."

she touched her cancerous breasts for the last time. Doctor
Rajeev took the surgical blade into his rubber gloves. Suddenly he
felt the smell of Johnson’s baby powder. He smelt the starch of an
unbleached petticoat. He smelt the bouquet she made, with her
own tender hands, for the groom. He smelt the dry thuja leaves in
it.the anklet bells stopped ringing abruptly. Silence...

He shuddered for a moment. Knock...knock...her hands knocked
at the door.

“Beloved father..Please open the door...this is your Charu...Charu
feels like weeping..."

He heard Charu’s cry. He heard the feeble inebriated moans of
Ayisha in her drowsiness.

Ayisha's dead breasts shivered in Dr. Rajeev’s hand like pieces of
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red meat. He frightfully threw them into the formalin solution.
They splashed and drowned into the bottom of the bottle. They
stood up to the word like the bone-meal heap that covered
Charu’s corpse. Formalin solution turned red with blood.

The two breasts stared wildly at Rajeev scornfully and indifferently
like the eyes of God. Like an impotent failing frantically before a
nude female body, wailing pitiably, he continued stitching her
body.
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